
God’s Promises and Outlines Ps 135-1  
Apr, 2020 

Ps 135 The call to praise the Lord 
This psalm is almost based entirely on material from other Psalms and Scripture passages.  

Ps 135:1 - Ps 134:1-2; Ps 135:4 - Dt 7:6; Ps 135:5 - Ex 18:11; Ps 135:6 - Ps 115:3; Ps 135:7 - Jer 
10:13; Ps 135:8-12 - Ps 136:10, 18-22; Ps 135:13 - Ex 3:15; Ps 135:14 - Dt 32:36; Ps 135:15-21 - 
Ps 115:4-6, 8-11. 

Outline:  
Ps 135:1-4 we (priest) are called to praise the Lord  
Ps 135:5-7 for the Lord alone is God  
Ps 135:8-12 the Lord saves His people from their enemies  
Ps 135:13-14 we are to remember His name and deeds  
Ps 135:15-18 the foolishness of idolatry (serving something other than God)  
Ps 135:19-21 all are called to give praise to the Lord  

Promises: 
14 For the LORD will judge His people And will have compassion on His servants. 

Ps 136 His mercy endures forever 
Psalm 136 is known as the “Great Hallel” (the Hebrew term describing a song of praise to God). The 
worship leader would read the first part of each verse, and the people would respond “For His mercy 
endures forever.” This psalm was recited in the temple as the Passover lambs were being slain.  

Outline:  
Ps 136:1-3 give thanks to the Lord, He alone is good  
Ps 136:4-9 praise the Lord - the great Creator  
Ps 136:10-22 praise the Lord - the great Deliverer  
Ps 136:23-25 praise the Lord who remembers and provides for His people  
Ps 136:26 this is why we praise the Lord  

Ps 137 By the Rivers of Babylon 

Psalm 137 summarizes the question that perplexed not only the exiles of Judah in Babylon, but all 
the Jews who were dispersed throughout the ancient world: How can we worship and serve the Lord 
in a foreign land? (v. 4). 

Cut off from their homeland, they were without their magnificent temple. They had no king to guide 
them, no high priest to offer sacrifices, no ark of the covenant to signify God’s presence. Spiritually 
speaking, they were cast adrift in the world without their familiar landmarks to guide them. 

No wonder the people of Judah sat down and wept by the rivers of Babylon (137:1). Asked by their 
captors to sing songs of Zion, all they could think about was how their beloved city was now laid waste 
(137:3). Consequently, they sang a song—but not one that was expected. They sang a sorrowful, 
vengeful song calling for curses on the Babylonians who had destroyed Jerusalem (137:8) and on the 
Edomites who had celebrated the city’s fall (137:7). 

However, despite the sentiments expressed in this psalm, several positive things resulted from the 
Jews’ dispersion. Lacking a temple, they invented the synagogue (Mark 1:21). They also collected 
their writings, which eventually led to the canonization of the OT. And because they were forced to 
learn new languages and adapt to foreign cultures, they eventually translated the OT from Hebrew into 
Greek, the common language of Christ’s day. 

Thus necessity became the mother of invention for the Hebrews. Many such gifts from the Lord 
came into the world because God’s people were forced to “sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land.” 

 (from Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary).  



Outline:  
Ps 137:1-3 weeping in Babylon at the memory of the destruction of Zion  
Ps 137:4-6 longing for Jerusalem and the restoration of song in praise of God  
Ps 137:7-9 desiring vengeance against Edom and Babylon  

Ps 138 God magnifies both His Word and His name   

Outline:  
Ps 138:1-3 praise to God for answered prayer  
Ps 138:4-6 the Lord answers the prayer of humble people, including humble kings 
Ps 138:7- 8 God is faithful to act on our behalf, in the problems of life 

Promises: 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth Your hand against 
the wrath of my enemies, And Your right hand will save me. 

Ps 139 There is nothing that God doesn’t know or where He isn’t present 

Outline:  
Ps 139:1-6 God knows us intimately and makes Himself known to us. 
Ps 139:7-12 there is nowhere to hide from God’s presence  
Ps 139:13-16 each of us are unique, personally designed by God 
Ps 139:17-18 God’s thoughts toward us are innumerable  
Ps 139:19-22 intimacy with God inspires alignment with His purposes 
Ps 139:23-24 alignment comes as a result of our invitation to God  

Promises: 
10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me. 

13 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. 
  

Ps 140 Prayer – trusting in God’s ability to keep one from sin and evil 

Outline:  
Ps 140:1-5 payer for protection from the influence and strategies of evil 
Ps 140:6-8 confession of trust in the Lord  
Ps 140:9-11 prayer for the punishment on the wicked  
Ps 140:12-13 declaration of faith that the Lord will help  

Promises: 
13 The upright will dwell in Your presence. 

Ps 141 Relationship with God in pursuing holiness 

Outline:  
Ps 141:1-2 our prayers are like incense before God 
Ps 141:3-4 asking God to help guard our confession  
Ps 141:5-7 receiving correction from the righteous while resisting sin  
Ps 141:8-10 relationship with the Lord is the source of sanctification 



Ps 142 The cave of despair 

Outline:  
Ps 142:1-2 the prayer of complaint  
Ps 142:3-4 feeling all alone, that no one is on your side  
Ps 142:5-6 faith that God hears, delivers and satisfies 
Ps 142:7 David’s vow of praise when God delivered him (v. 7). 

Promises: 
7 “For You will deal bountifully with me.” 


