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The boards and sockets (walls) of the tabernacle

The tabernacle was fundamentally a tent. The specifications are given in Ex 26; the construction in Ex
36:8-38; the final erection in Ex 40:16-19. The overall dimensions were approximately 45 feet long, 15
feet wide and 15 feet high.

The boards were made of shittim wood which was very durable and practically indestructible. They
were covered with gold and set in silver sockets. There were twenty boards on each side and ten in
the rear of the tabernacle. Rings were placed in the boards and bars ran through the rings, thus
holding the tabernacle together.
Everything in the tabernacle speaks of either the person or work of Christ. Every covering, every
thread, and every article of furniture reveals some facet of Jesus our Savior.
The boards, bars, and rings were overlaid with gold - speaks of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
As the bars held the tabernacle together, so the Holy Spirit of God holds believers together today.
Believers are held together by the Spirit. That’s why believers are told “to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace” [Eph 4:3].

The Coverings: Over the tabernacle sanctuary were four coverings. (Ex 26:1-14)
The first covering was of linen (Ex 26:1-6).
The first covering was fine-twined, Egyptian linen with cherubim woven in the material. It did not
touch the ground, and its beauty could only be seen on the inside of the tabernacle. It covered the
boards as it came down the sides of the tabernacle.
It was made of ten linen curtains each measuring 42 feet by 6 feet. Pairs were joined along their
length, forming five sets of curtains. The two large curtains were themselves attached with 50
golden clasps that passed through a similar number of loops in each. Probably the curtains were
stretched over the structure like a tablecloth.
The white linen curtains were to be interworked with blue, purple and scarlet, as well as with the
image of cherubim throughout
This was beautiful; when lit by the candelabra you could see the white linen embroidered with the
cherubim in cunning work. Wherever you went there were eyes looking at you. The cherubim had
the four faces of a man, eagle, lion, and an ox.
Meaning of the first covering:
This covering could not be seen from the outside at all and, frankly, the beauty of the Lord
Jesus Christ cannot be seen by the world. He can only satisfy His own people. It is important for
believers to worship Him because we not only need to feed on Him, but we need to behold Him
in His beauty.
The wings of the cherubim were woven in the linen cloth over the tabernacle. But under His
wings is a good place for us to be hidden, and we should worship Him who is worthy of our
worship.
“Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of Your wings.” [Ps 17:8]
Meaning of the four colors
Note: In every other instance where we have the four colors mentioned, the blue is first and the
white is last. But here the order is reversed. The Spirit is emphasizing the heavenly origin of the
One who came down to earth; He is drawing our attention to the sinlessness and righteousness
of the Man who sits now at God’s right hand.
The white with the beautifully tinted cherubim worked into them, typified neither the deity nor
the humanity of our Lord, but the person of the God-man and the varied glories manifested by
Him while He tabernacled among men. Jesus alone loved God with all His heart and His
neighbor as Himself.

The blue speaks of heaven (Jn 3:12-13, 31; 6:32-33, 38, 41-42, 50-51, 58).
The scarlet speaks of the blood of Christ (Isa 1:18; 1Pt 1:18-19; Heb 9:19-22).
The purple speaks of the humanity of Christ, heaven touching earth. Purple speaks of royalty,
pointing to Jesus as King of the Jews. (Jdg 8:26; Jn 19:2; Mk 15:17-18)
The second covering was above the linen covering made of goats’ hair (Ex 26:7).
Eleven curtains of goat hair, each 45 feet by 6 feet, formed the next layer. These were divided into
two sets by joining together five and six curtains respectively and were linked using a similar
method as the under curtain, except that bronze clasps instead of gold were used.
Notes:
The extra length of the goat-hair provided an overlap to protect the under curtain, and it overlapped
at both the front and the rear of the tabernacle (Ex 26:7-9, 12-13). Two further layers ensured
complete weatherproofing, one of ram’s skins dyed red and one of goatskins.
The goat was the only animal used for the sin offering. In addition to the five feasts where the sin
offering is sacrificed, there are six other occasions when the sin offering had to be a goat.
1. When a ruler sins (Lev 4:22-2(3).
2. When a common person sins (Lev 4:27-28).
3. At the consecration of the priesthood (Lev 9:2-3).
4. At the dedication of the altar (Num 7:16).
5. For the sin of ignorance (Num 15: 24-27).
6. At the beginning of each month (Num 28:11-15).
Meaning of the covering of goat’s hair
These curtains point directly to the Messiah as the great sin offering for the iniquities of His
people.
This covering was made of eleven curtains [a number that suggest sin, disorder, and
lawlessness].
The goat was the animal for the sin offering on the Day of Atonement (Num 28:22).
2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.
The goat’s hair represents the old nature. There is a goat nature in every person which makes
him stray and wander, desiring his own way. It's called the old man. Above it is Rams skin dyed
red. So, the old adamic nature is covered from above and below.
The third covering was made of rams’ skin dyed red. (Ex 26:14).
Rams were offered for the sin offering, the burnt offerings and the peace offerings. This covering
was placed over the goats’ hair. Its significance to the patriarchs was that of substitution [it was a
ram which was slain on behalf of Isaac].
Meaning of the covering of rams’ skin dyed red
This curtain shows the outward aspect of Christ’ offering as our substitute. It symbolizes the fact
that substitutionary blood was the only means by which contracted and actual guilt could be
dealt with.
Red is the shed blood of Jesus, the Prince (the Ram), the sinner’s substitute is above it.
Underneath it is something of dazzling beauty, the new spiritual beauty of the new creation, and
outside the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

If you keep the old (goat's hair) man between the fine linen and the Ram skin he's alright. If you
let it get out of place, he’s still a goat.
The fourth covering was of badgers’ skins [or sealskins] (Ex 26:14).
It gave protection from the heat and storms. No recorded measurements are given. And from the
outside, no attraction, no fine embroidery, no color, no cherubim are visible either. Badger or
sealskin was rugged and strong in its exterior, but it was not beautiful.
Meaning of the fourth covering
This covering speaks of Christ’s walk before men.
Just as the linen covering was inside to show His beauty to the believer, so the sealskin
covering had no beauty to reveal to those outside, you must go inside to behold His beauty.
The world does not see in Him what we see in Him.
Isa 53:2 tells us this about Christ: “He has no stately form or majesty that we should look
upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.”

The veil (Ex 26:36-37)

The entrance into the tabernacle was a linen curtain. Like the other two curtains (veils) it was made of
fine twined Egyptian linen, with blue, purple, and scarlet colors woven into it. It was similar to the veil
separating the holy place from the holy of holies, except that cherubim were not embroidered on this
veil.
The veil hung on five pillars (made of shittim wood and covered with gold) which stood in bronze
sockets. They were different from the other pillars in the tabernacle in that they had no cap on top of
these pillars, they were just cut off.
The metal inside the tabernacle is now gold, and no longer brass.
Meaning of:
The veil of fine linen – represents Jesus is the truth (Jn 14:6)
It speaks of His humanity, of His righteous character.
It speaks of His work - of the righteousness that He provides for us so that we might be clothed
to stand in God’s presence.
The pillars made of shittim wood, covered with gold, set in bronze sockets speaks of deity (gold) becoming human (shittim wood) to accomplish redemption (bronze sockets).
The pillars not having no caps on their tops - speaks of His death. Jesus was cut off out of the land
of the living. He lived to be only thirty-three years old.
Isa 53:8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who
considered that He was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of my people, to
whom the stroke was due?
The five pillars represents Jesus in His ministry: [now given to the church (Eph 4:8, 11)]
1) apostles 2) prophets 3) evangelists 4) pastors 5) teachers
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