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Messiah is given as a covenant to the people Isa 49:8-13

8 Thus says the LORD, “In a favorable time I have answered You, And in a day of salvation I have helped
You; And I will keep You and give You for a covenant of the people, To restore the land, to make them
inherit the desolate heritages; 9 Saying to those who are bound, ‘Go forth,’ To those who are in darkness,
‘Show yourselves.’ Along the roads they will feed, And their pasture will be on all bare heights. 10 “They
will not hunger or thirst, Nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; For He who has compassion
on them will lead them And will guide them to springs of water. 11 “I will make all My mountains a road,
And My highways will be raised up. 12 “Behold, these will come from afar; And lo, these will come from
the north and from the west, And these from the land of Sinim.” 13 Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice,
O earth! Break forth into joyful shouting, O mountains! For the LORD has comforted His people And will
have compassion on His afflicted.
“I will keep You and give You for a covenant of the people” (Isa 49:8, 42:6)
The covenant between God and his people being in Christ, it is quite consistent with Hebrew usage
to transfer the term to Christ himself, in whom the covenant was, as it were, embodied. So Christ is
called “our Salvation” and “our Peace,” and again, “our Redemption” and “our Life.” This is the
ordinary tone of Hebrew poetry, which rejoices in personification and embodiment. A prose writer
would have said that the Servant of the Lord would be given as the Mediator of a covenant
between Jehovah and his people. [from Isaiah (Vol. 2, p. 117); by Spence & Jones]
I WILL MAKE YOU MY PERSONAL COVENANT
No shred of doubt is in God’s mind about His choice of the Servant. As He had been willing to enter
into covenant with Israel and make the nation His light to the world, now God goes a step farther.
His Servant will be more than the symbol of His covenant with humanity, He will be the covenant
Himself. God’s confidence is complete. The Servant Himself will “restore the earth,” by redeeming
the heathen, freeing the prisoners, and enlightening those in darkness (vv. 8b and 9). The Messiah
will do personally what Israel failed to do corporately. [The Preacher’s Commentary]
Heb 8:6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator
of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. (Heb 12:24)
Heb 8:7-12 If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need for a second
covenant to replace it. 8 But when God found fault with the people, he said: “The day is coming,
says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 9 This
covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and led
them out of the land of Egypt. They did not remain faithful to my covenant, so I turned my back on
them, says the LORD. 10 But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that
day, says the LORD: I will put my laws in their minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be
their God, and they will be my people. 11 And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will
they need to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should know the LORD.’ For everyone, from the
least to the greatest, will know me already. 12 And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never
again remember their sins.” (NLT)
To bring salvation and help (v. 1).
Rom 10:11-13 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord
of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; :13 for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME
OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

To bring us into His promised land; “To restore the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages.”
Col 1:13-14 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of
His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Heb12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, …
Heb12:28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude,
Heb 11:16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.
Rom 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit.
To set free the prisoner; “Saying to those who are bound, ‘Go forth,’” (v. 9)
Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring
good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to
captives And freedom to prisoners
Zec 9:11 As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I have set your prisoners
free from the waterless pit.
Col 1:13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son,
To give us food and drink (vs. 9-10)
Isa 55:1-2 “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy
and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost. 2 “Why do you spend money
for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat
what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.
Jn 6:53-58 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 “For My flesh is true food, and My
blood is true drink. 56 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57
“As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live
because of Me. 58 “This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate and
died; he who eats this bread will live forever.”
To lead and guide us (vs. 10-11)
Jn 10:3-4 “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. 4 “When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice.
Jn 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not
speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what
is to come.
To comfort us and have compassion on us (v. 13)
2Cor 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God
of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are
in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. (2Cor 7:6; 2Thes
2:16-17)
Jas 5:11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have
seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

Promise to Zion Isa 49:14-21

14 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me, And the Lord has forgotten me.” 15 “Can a woman forget
her nursing child And have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not
forget you. 16 “Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before
Me. 17 “Your builders hurry; Your destroyers and devastators Will depart from you. 18 “Lift up your eyes
and look around; All of them gather together, they come to you. As I live,” declares the LORD, “You will
surely put on all of them as jewels and bind them on as a bride. 19 “For your waste and desolate places
and your destroyed land— Surely now you will be too cramped for the inhabitants, And those who
swallowed you will be far away. 20 “The children of whom you were bereaved will yet say in your ears,
‘The place is too cramped for me; Make room for me that I may live here.’ 21 “Then you will say in your
heart, ‘Who has begotten these for me, Since I have been bereaved of my children And am barren, an
exile and a wanderer? And who has reared these? Behold, I was left alone; From where did these
come?’”
“Zion said, ‘The LORD has forsaken me, And the Lord has forgotten me.’” (v. 14)
He will not forget us (v. 15)
We are inscribed on the palms of His hands (v. 16)
Our walls are continually before Him (v. 16)
Isa 60:18 “Violence will not be heard again in your land, Nor devastation or destruction within your
borders; But you will call your walls salvation, and your gates praise.
Isa 26:1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; He sets up
walls and ramparts for security.
He gives us victory over our enemies
“Your destroyers and devastators Will depart from you” (v. 17)
2Cor 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, …
(Rom 8:37; 1Cor 15:57; Col 2:15)
Verses 19-21 shows the restoration God does in our lives when we come to Him:
We come to Him with waste, does so that and destroyed places.
Having feelings that we are barren, an exile or wanderer (speaks of having low self-image).
We find that He multiplies and blesses us. How, we do not even know!

